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JAVA JIVE

as sung by the Bluegrass Student Union

Music by BEN OAKLAND

Words by MILTON DRAKE Arrangement by the BLUEGRASS STUDENT UNION
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Performance Notes

Milton Drake and Ben Oakland collaborated on writing Java Jive. Drake's other songs include Mairzy Doats, Nina
Never Knew and She Broke My Heart in Three Places. Oakland, a child prodigy on piano, was one of the most sought-
after composers in the 1920s through the 1950s. He had such hits as I'll Take Romance and I'll Dance at Your Wedding.

The Bluegrass Student Union, 1978 international champion quartet, patterned their own arrangement of Java Jive after the
Manhattan Transfer rendition of the great Ink Spots hit of 1941. Legendary arranger Ed Waesche put the arrangement on
paper for them. This was their first experience of adapting a swing tune to the barbershop style and it became one of their
favorite songs to sing.

This arrangement captures the fun of the lyric and easy beat swing tempo. Every part has an opportunity to sing the melody to
add variety and enjoyment in performing the song.

A final note: Questions about the suitability of this or any other song/arrangement should be directed to the judging
community and measured against current contest rules. Ask before you sing.



